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Virgin Islands before sugar cane was introduced in
the 16th century, is now only commercially available from tropical rain forests and even there,
concerns about the e�ect of uncontrolled logging and the need for environmental stewardship
means that raw materials are scarce. Care in selecting materials from responsible sources is
essential, if we are not to further damage our environment.

Although a wonderful material for product manufacture, it does require maintenance to retain its
beautiful appearance. Maintenance cycles can be reduced by the selection of stain �nishes rather
than the more traditional marine varnishes, and positioning doors and windows under over hanging
eaves to protect from direct sunlight will extend the life of the external surface �nish. (Ask about
surface �nish options and the manufacturers re�nishing recommendations).

Our recommended manufacturer is Messrs Wooden Bridge Trading, of Granada in Nicaragua
(www.woodenbridge.net ) who manufactures custom hardwood doors and windows. We
recommend this company for the following reasons:-

1. Sustainable Material Sources. WBT personally manage some 5000 acres of tropical
rainforest in Nicaragua’s remote Autonomous Region of the South Atlantic (RAAS)
territory. They responsibly manage the forest, harvesting to an independently approved
programme, retaining seed trees and have a signi�cant replanting programme. Whilst
doing so, they provide practical support to the indigenous forest dwelling Miskito
Indian population. We understand that WBT may be the only commercial enterprise in
Nicaragua to operate a sustainable forest management programme which is used solely
for their own product production. (Please ask for a copy of the forest management
programme summary).

2. WBT are owned and managed by American Citizens with over 50 years experience in
the lumber business. Joinery speci�cations follow AWI (Architectural Woodwork
Institute) Custom Grade standard. The attention to detail in product design, material
selection, assembly and �nishing is �rst class, and the competitive prices cannot be
beaten by any competitor o�ering an equivalent quality product. This also means that
promised shipping dates are achieved.

3. The products are supplied “Finished”. This means that doors are pre-hung within
frames, locks and handles are installed, joints are �tted with up to three proprietary draft
strips, the surfaces are sanded and �nished to a high quality, unobtainable from site
based �nishing. (For example, the marine varnish �nish is a 6 part process). This
“�nished” product means that the site installation skills and time needed can be
considerably reduced, whilst achieving a much higher quality of �nish for the project.

4. WBT o�er a wide range of door and window styles. In addition to the traditional in or
out swinging single or double French doors, WBT manufacturer super quality Lift and
Slide and Bi Folding doors, merging traditional construction techniques with the latest
innovations in stainless steel gearing, with bronze and accessories. Swinging


